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The Passenger Rail Investiment and Improvement Act (PRIIA) of 2008, Section 212, codified at 49
U.S.C. 24905(f) requires the Secretary of Transportation to establish a Northeast Corridor Safety
Committee and to appoint its members. This Commitiee is being established in accordance with
the provisions of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) as amended, 5 U.S.C. App.

The Committee’s objective is to make safety and security recommendations concerning rail
operations on the Northeast Corridor (NEC) and report such recommendations to the Secretary.
The Secretary shall consult with the Committee about safety and security improvements on the
NEC main line. The Commitiee will provide a forum for discussion of safety and security issues
arising out of rail operations on the NEC and make safety and security recommendations to the
Secretary. At the beginning of the first session of each Congress, the Secretary shall submit a
report io the Northeast Corridor Infrastructure and Operations Advisory Commission and to the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Comimerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate on the status of efforts to
improve safety and security on the Northeast Corridor main line. The report shall include the

safety and security recommendations of the Commitiee and the commentis of the Secretary on
those recommendations.
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Congress has specified the membership composition of the Commitiee in 49 U.S.C. 24905(f). The
statute provides that members of the commitiee shail be representatives of (A) the Depariment of
Transportation, including the Federal Railroad Administration; (B) Amirak; (C) freight carriers
operating imore than 150,000 irain miles a year on the main line of the Northeast Corridor; {D)
commuter rall agencies; (E) rail passengers; (F) rail labor; and {G) other individuals and
organizaiions the Secretary decides have a significant interest In rail safety or security. We have

developed a proposed membership list of organizations and/or individuals that represent ail of the
groups specified in the siatuie.




If organizations or individuals are later identified that fit into one of the specified statutory
categories for membership, or that the Secretary determines have a significant interest in rail
safety or security on the NEC, they may be added as commitice members.

ividuals proposed for membership was compiled by
examining the following, in addition to the authorizing statute for the committee: the membership
list of the preexisting Northeast Corridor Safety Committee; the membership list of FRA's Rail
Safety Advisory Committee; and lists of commenters on recent rail safety and security
rulemakings. (b) Agency key staff involved in determining balance for the committee were the
Special Asistant to the Associate Administrator for Safety/Chief Safety Officer, the Railroad Safety
Advisory Committee Desighated Federal Officer, and attorneys from the Office of Chief Counsel.
(c) & (d) considerations of vacancies and term limits will be addressed by member organizations.
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The process for determining FAC member balance on subcommitiees will be the same as the

process for the parent FAC.
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